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Human Rights at the Heart of Combating Drugs

Challenges and Prospects for Sustainable Solutions

The National Committee for Human Rights is organizing its fourth national forum
under the title Human Rights at the Core of Drug Control: Challenges and Pros-
pects for Sustainable Solutions, in partnership with the Ministry of Interior and in
collaboration with a number of relevant ministries and institutions. The forum is
being held within the framework of national efforts to strengthen comprehensive
drug prevention measures, aiming to address growing global challenges and con-
front emerging patterns of drug-related crime.

Drug use and illicit trafficking represent some of the most serious global challeng-
es to human rights, given their direct impact on the right to life, mental and phys-
ical health, adequate living standards, and other fundamental rights. They also
have negative implications for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
Recognizing these developmental, social, economic, political, and security conse-
quences, the United Nations has devoted significant attention to the issue of
drug use and illicit trafficking. It has strengthened international standards to ad-
dress associated risks through the adoption of three major treaties: the Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as amended by the 1972 Protocol, the
Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971, and the United Nations Conven-
tion against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.
In addition, other international instruments form the cornerstone of the global
drug control regime.

The UN has also established three main bodies: the Commission on Narcotic Drugs,
the International Narcotics Control Board, and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime,
to monitor the global implementation of these treaties and strengthen control
policies at national, regional, and international levels. The World Health Organiza-
tion and the United Nations Development Programme also play vital roles in sup-
porting drug control efforts.
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Recognizing the direct harm that drugs inflict on the enjoyment of human
rights, human rights treaty bodies, special procedures, and the Universal Peri-
odic Review mechanism contribute to developing response measures and pro-
moting a human rights-based approach in drug control policies, legislation,

and practices. These measures aim to mitigate harm, invest in alternative
development, and guarantee the right to health, equality, and non-discrimina-

tion.

These mechanisms also seek to ensure that law enforcement aligns with state
obligations under human rights law and encourage civil society and stakehold-
er engagement, including youth, in designing, implementing, and evaluating
drug control policies.

At the regional level, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) prioritizes drug con-
trol. On 26 June 2025, the GCC Secretariat launched the GCC Strategy for Drug
Control 2025-2028, providing a unified framework for anti-drug efforts across
member states. The GCC Criminal Information Centre for Drug Control, based in
Doha, works to enhance security cooperation among member states, optimize
information sharing, and strengthen collaboration with regional and interna-
tional organizations concerned with drug control.

In line with Qatar's Permanent Constitution, which emphasizes public health
protection (Article 23), family protection and strengthening of its bonds (Arti-
cle 21), and the care and safeguarding of children from corruption, exploita-
tion, and neglect, as well as providing appropriate conditions for their de-
velopment guided by sound education (Article 22), and in harmony with Qatar
National Vision 2030, Qatar has adopted a comprehensive national strategy
for drug and psychotropic substance control. This strategy encompasses pre-
vention, awareness, treatment, rehabilitation, law enforcement, development
of control mechanisms, and strict monitoring of entry points.

Legislatively, Law No. 9 of 1988 concerning the Control of Dangerous Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances, Regulation of Their Use, and Trafficking forms
the cornerstone of national anti-drug efforts. Law enforcement responsibili-
ties fall under the Drug Control Department of the Ministry of Interior, while
the General Customs Authority and Border Management oversee the preven-
tion of smuggling.

Multiple state ministries and institutions implement multidimensional meas-
ures for awareness, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and reintegration,
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including the Ministry of Public Health, Ministry of Social Development and Fami-
ly, Ministry of Education and Higher Education, and the National Planning Council,
alongside civil society and media efforts.
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Qatar represents a model of safety and effective drug control measures, reflected
in the absence of risk indicators in international assessments.

Nevertheless, global challenges require all states to prioritize this issue, given
the expansion of illicit trafficking networks and the misuse of modern technolo-
gies, compounded by weakened rule of law in conflict-affected regions.

According to the 2025 World Drug Report by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime,
316 million people aged 15-64 were reported as drug users in 2023, represent-
ing 6% of the global population in this age group. The report warns that this num-
ber may increase due to population displacement caused by crises, conflicts, and
instability.

1- General Objective:

To promote a human rights-based approach in legislation, public policies, and na-
tional measures related to drug control and the illicit use of psychotropic sub-
stances.

2- Specific Objectives:

a) Establish a platform for national dialogue among ministries, institutions, public
authorities, civil society, and stakeholders to review challenges, initiatives, and
national measures.

b) Raise awareness and educate about the risks of drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances.

€) Examine national, regional, and international best practices in drug control.

The forum will be held in Doha on 20-21 January 2026 at Marsa Malaz Kempinski
Hotel, The Pearl - Palazzo Hall, with hybrid participation for relevant internation-
al entities. It will consist of an opening session, a closing session, and five main
sequential sessions covering various aspects of drug and psychotropic substance
control. A dedicated session will feature the perspectives and voices of children
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and youth.

V4

e https://www.unodc.org/unodc/ar/press/releases/2025/June/unodc-world-
drug-report-2025_-global-instability-compounding-social--economic-and-
security-costs-of-the-world-drug-problem.html

The forum is organized in partnership between the National Committee for Hu-
man Rights and the Ministry of Interior, in collaboration with the Ministry of Social
Development and Family, Ministry of Education and Higher Education, Ministry of
Health, Public Prosecution, National Planning Council, National Cybersecurity
Agency, and other relevant authorities. United Nations offices, civil society organ-
izations, and media representatives will also participate.

V4

The forum aims to achieve the following outcomes:

1. Recommendations and perspectives to be submitted to authorities respon-
sible for drug control and illicit trafficking, promoting preventive measures
and a comprehensive, human rights-centered approach in policies, legisla-
tion, and programs.

2. Establishment of a specialized unit focused on raising awareness about
drug risks and illicit use of psychotropic substances.

3. Publication of a report compiling forum speeches, papers, discussions, and
recommendations, to be widely disseminated.

4. enhance Qatar's engagement with relevant international drug control and
human rights mechanisms by showcasing Qatar’s pioneering experience in
care, rehabilitation, and reintegration, while promoting a human rights-
based approach at both regional and international levels.
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Day One: 20 January 2026

08:30 - 09:00 Reception and Registration of Participants

08:00 - 09:00 | Tour of the Accompanying Exhibition

Opening Session - High-Level Statements:
H.€E. Ms. Mariam bint Abdullah Al-Attiyah, Chairperson of the Nation-
al Human Rights Committee.

H.E. Mr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Al Jamal, Chairman of the General
Authority of Customs

H.E. Major General Abdullah bin Saqgr Al-Muhannadi, Director of the
Human Rights Department - Ministry of Interior.

. ) Dr. Ghanem bin Ali Mohammed Al-Mannai, Assistant Undersecretary
9:00-9:30 | for Healthcare Regulation Affairs, Ministry of Public Health

Mr. Mustafa Unal Artin, Director of the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime in Doha.

Colonel/Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Khater, Director of the Criminal
Information Center for Drug Control of the Gulf Cooperation Council

Screening of a film entitled “The Scourge of Drugs and the
Prevention, Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Reintegration
System.”

First Session: International, Regional, and National Standards and
Measures to Combat Drugs.

9:45 -10:45

- International standards and mechanisms to combat drugs: chal-
lenges, prospects, and best practices.
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Dr. Wadih Maalouf - Director of the International Drug Prevention
Programme - Headquarters of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime - Vienna.

- Constitutional requirements and the legislative context for com-
bating the illicit use of drugs and psychotropic substances in the
State of Qatar.

Mr. Atef Hassan Atef Al-Saadi Al-Yafai - Head of the Civil Appeals
Department - State Cases Administration - Ministry of Justice

- Qatar’s efforts to enhance regional and international coopera-
tion to combat drugs.

Dr. Mohammed Rashid Subaih - Minister Plenipotentiary - Human
Rights Department - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

- The Gulf Anti-Drug Strategy 2025-2028: challenges and oppor-
tunities.
Advisor Saeed Maslah Al-Dubaie, Head of Training and Studies Sec-
tion - GCC Criminal Information Center to Combat Drugs

- The human rights-based approach in the context of drug control:
the conceptual framework and implementation challenges.
Mr. Hindam Al-Rajoub, United Nations Documentation and Training
Centre for Human Rights for the Arab Region and South-West Asia

- The role of National Human Rights Institutions in integrating
human rights into drug control measures.
Mr. Nasser Marzouq Sultan Al-Marri, Director of the Legal Affairs
Department - National Human Rights Committee

- The global approach to drug prevention and treatment, and re-
ducing the risks of access to controlled medicines: challenges
and opportunities.

Dr. Rayana Ahmed Bouhaka - Director of the WHO Office in Doha

General Discussion

Second Session: National Strategies, Policies, and Measures.

10:45 - 11:45

- Emerging patterns of drug-related crimes: comprehensive re-
sponse strategies.
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Captain Abdullah Qasim Askar Ali - Head of Education and Aware-
ness Section - Department of Studies and International Affairs -
General Directorate for Drug Control - Ministry of Interior

- The role of the Public Prosecution in combating drug crimes:
challenges and prospects.

Mr. Fahd Saeed Al-Hajri, First Assistant Public Prosecutor, Drug
Prosecution - Public Prosecution

- The role of cybersecurity in preventing digital drug crimes in the
era of artificial intelligence.
Ms. Lulwah Ibrahim, Programmer, Cybersecurity Policies and Strate-
gies Department - National Cybersecurity Agency

- The economic dimensions of drug crimes: the role of the bank-
ing sector in combating money laundering from drug trafficking.
Ms. Noura Mubarak Al-Bahr - Director of Operational Support De-
partment - Qatar Financial Information Unit (QFIU)

- Governance of financial policies and their impact on the sustain-
ability of systems addressing the risks of drugs and psychotrop-
ic substances.

Prof. Dr. Abdelaziz Hashem, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Commerce -
Cairo University; former Advisor to the Minister of Finance for Insti-
tutional Development - Arab Republic of Egypt

General Discussion

Third Session: Combating Drugs through a Human Rights-Based
Approach: A Comprehensive Perspective

12:15 - 13:30

- National strategies and plans for drug prevention and recovery
support.

Mr. Fahd Al-Buainain, National Social Policy Researcher - National
Planning Council
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- Social programs and initiatives, and measures for the social rein-
tegration of those in recovery.

Mr. Abdullah Bilal Abdulrahman, Social Expert, Social Protection
Department - Ministry of Social Development and Family

- Educational curricula and awareness activities for drug preven-
tion.

Ms. Fatima Yousef Al-Obaidli - Assistant Director of the Schools and

Students Affairs Department - Ministry of Education and Higher
Education

- The role of religious awareness in combating drugs, rehabilitat-
ing victims, and reintegrating those in recovery.

Dr. Salman Khader Salman Al-Atawi , Sharia Expert - Ministry of
Endowments and Islamic Affairs

- Human rights challenges in the field of drug use.
Prof. Dr. Jalal Al-Tawfig, Medical Director - Naufar Center

General Discussion
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Day Two: 21 January 2026

Training Workshop for School and University Students, entitled

9:00 - 9:45 > -
"“Behavioral Health and Drug Prevention”

Held concur-
rently with
Fourth Session

Fourth Session: Combating Drugs through a Human Rights-
Based Approach: The Role and Impact of the Media.

- The media and awareness-raising experience of the Ministry
of Interior in curbing drug addiction.
His Excellency Major General Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Muftah -
Director of Public Relations Department - Ministry of Interior

- Media coverage of drug-related issues: challenges and
opportunities for supporting the human rights-based

8:00-10:00 | approach.

Dr. Rafiaa Al-Tallai, Head of the Editorial Department - Al Jazeera

Centre for Public Liberties and Human Rights

The role of journalism in promoting human rights through
awareness of the dangers of drugs.
Ms. Nebras Ibrahim, Special Projects Officer - Qatar Press Center

Artificial intelligence and digital media: renewed prospects
for strengthening drug control strategies and supporting
community resilience.

Dr. Arif Al-Tamimi - Senior Director at the Qatar Computing Research
Institute - Hamad Bin Khalifa University

- The role of media in prevention, awareness, and reintegration

- Media professional / Abdullah Mohammed Al-Buainain - Supervi-
sor of the Holy Quran Radio - Qatar Media Corporation

General Discussion
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Fifth Session: Voices for the Future: Children’s and Youth Per-
spectives on Confronting Drugs.

- Youth initiatives on combating drugs and psychotropic substances.
- Interactive dialogue among young students.

Session Topics:

1. How do young people view the dangers of drug use and addiction and
its impact on society?

2. What roles can young people play in strengthening prevention meas-
ures?

3. The role of youth in raising awareness about the dangers of drugs and
psychotropic substances and supporting recovery and rehabilitation
10:15 - 10:45 programs.
4. The role of youth in helping recovering addicts reintegrate into society

and achieve social inclusion.

How do young people view the risks of drug use and addiction and
their impact on society?

Farah lyad Shafeeq Atatri, Master's student in Human Rights - Doha
Institute for Graduate Studies.

What roles can young people play in strengthening prevention
measures?

Rawaa Elsamwal Ibrahim, Master's student in Human Rights - Doha
Institute for Graduate Studies.

The role of youth in raising awareness about the dangers of drugs
and psychoactive substances, and supporting recovery and reha-
bilitation programs.

Adeeb Khalil Ibrahim Al-Shabrami - Advocacy and Communication Spe-
cialist - Doha International Family Institute.
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The role of youth in helping recovering addicts reintegrate into
society and achieve social inclusion.

Ibrahim Ahmed Al Saad

Sixth Session: Integration of Roles in the Rehabilitation and Ad-
diction Treatment Pathway: Challenges and Opportunities.

- The Public Prosecution>s role in overseeing rehabilitation
centers: safeguards and compliance standards.
Mr. Fahad Saeed Al-Hajri - First Assistant Public Prosecutor for
Narcotics - Public Prosecution.

- Recovery and Rehabilitation Programs and Measures for
Inmates Convicted of Drug Offenses in Correctional Institutions
Major Bakheet Abdullah Al-Buraidi - Head of the Care and
Rehabilitation Department - General Directorate of Correctional and

10:45 - 11:45 Rehabilitation Institutions - Ministry of Interior

- Rights of Inmates in Rehabilitation Centers, Risks, and
Prospects for Reform
Dr. Aisha Jamal Al-Ammari - Member of the Qatar Bar Association
and Lecturer at Qatar University

Presenter of the Leading Regional Initiative to Enhance

the Public Health Response to Drug Use in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region

Dr. Khaled Saeed - Regional Advisor - Mental Health and Drug Use
- Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health - World Health
Organization

- Cooperation between Law Enforcement Agencies and
Rehabilitation Institutions: Challenges and Opportunities
Dr. Abdullah Al-Shahwani Al-Hajri
Faculty Member - Community College

General Discussion
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12:15 - 12:45

Seventh Session: Forum Closing

- Closing remarks
- Brief presentations by session chairs
- Final statement and recommendations
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